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1. KING SOLOMON: HIS WISDOM & HIS 

FAILURES
(1) SOLOMON WAS THE SECOND 

SON OF KING DAVID 

AND BATHSHEBA. His name means 

"peaceable." His alternative name was 

Jedidiah, meaning "beloved of the 

Lord." Even as a baby, Solomon was 

loved by God.

BUT KING DAVID HAD MANY WIVES 

AND SOLOMON WAS NOT HIS FIRST 

BORN SON. King David had at least 9 

sons born ahead of Solomon. Solomon, 

who was way at the bottom of the list, 

was eventually anointed by King David 

to be his heir to throne of Israel much to 

the anger of his older brothers.



1. KING SOLOMON: HIS WISDOM & HIS 

FAILURES
(2) GOD APPEARED TO KING 

SOLOMON: Once Solomon's 

kingship was firmly established, 

God appeared to Solomon in a 

dream and promised him 

anything he asked. Solomon 

chose understanding and 

discernment, asking God to 

help him govern his people well 

and wisely. God was so 

pleased with the request that 

he granted it, along with great 

riches, honor, and longevity (1 

Kings 3:11-15, (NIV)



1. KING SOLOMON: HIS WISDOM & HIS 

FAILURES
(3) SOLOMON'S 

DOWNFALL BEGAN WHEN 

HE MARRIED THE 

DAUGHTER OF THE 

EGYPTIAN PHARAOH to 

seal a political alliance. He 

could not control his lust. 

Among Solomon's 700 wives 

and 300 concubines were 

many foreigners, which 

angered God. The inevitable 

happened: They lured King 

Solomon away from Yahweh 

into the worship of false gods 

and idols.

https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-lust-712095


1. KING SOLOMON: HIS WISDOM & HIS 

FAILURES

(4) KING SOLOMON WAS THE 

WISEST MAN WHO EVER LIVED 

AND ALSO ONE OF THE MOST 

FOOLISH.

God gifted him with 

unsurpassed wisdom, which Solomon 

squandered by disobeying God's 

commandments

LETôS LOOK AT HIS WISDOM & HIS 

WEAKNESS & DISOBEDIENCE & 

LEARN FROM THIS MOST FAMOUS 

KING ABOUT LIFE. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/bible-verses-about-wisdom-701361
https://www.learnreligions.com/ten-commandments-p2-700221
https://www.learnreligions.com/ten-commandments-p2-700221


2.GODôS OFFER AND SOLOMONôS 

RESPONSE.
1 Kings 3:4-6 4 The king went to 

Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was 

the most important high place, and 

Solomon offered a thousand burnt 

offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon 

the LORD appeared to Solomon during 

the night in a dream, and God said, 

ñAskfor whatever you want me to give 

you.ò6Solomon answered, ñYou have 

shown great kindness to your servant, 

my father David, because he was 

faithful to you and righteous and upright 

in heart. You have continued this great 

kindness to him and have given him a 

son to sit on his throne this very day.



(1)THE LORD APPEARED TO SOLOMON IN A DREAM: This 

remarkable visitation from God happened in a dream. This is 

one of the more significant dreams in the Bible.

(2) ASK! WHAT SHALL I GIVE YOU: This was an amazing 

promise. God seemed to offer Solomon whatever he wanted. 

Thiswasnôt because Solomon sacrificed 1,000 animals; it was 

BECAUSE HIS HEART WAS SURRENDERED TO GOD, and 

God wanted to work something in Solomon through this offer 

and his response. APPLICATION: SURRENDER YOUR 

HEART & LIFE TO GOD & HE WILL GRANT YOU FAVOURS. 



1 Kings 3:7-11 7ñNow,LORD my God, you 

have made your servant king in place of my 

father David. But I am only a little child and 

do not know how to carry out my duties.
8 Your servant is here among the people 

you have chosen, a great people, too 

numerous to count or number. 9 So give 

your servant a discerning heart to govern 

your people and to distinguish between 

right and wrong. For who is able to govern 
this great people of yours?ò10The Lord was 
pleased that Solomon had asked for this.11So 
DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά{ƛƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǎƪŜŘfor this 
and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor 
have asked for the death of your enemies but 
for discernmentin administering justice,12 I 

will do what you have asked.



(3) BUT I AM A LITTLE CHILD: Solomon was 

not really the age of a child. He came to God in 

great humility, especially considering the job in 

front of him.

(4) SOLOMON DIDNôT HAVE THE FALSE 

HUMILITY that said, ñI canôt do this, so I wonôt 

even try.ò His attitude was, ñTHE JOB IS SO 

MUCH BIGGER THAN ME; I MUST RELY ON 

GOD.ò

(5) GIVE TO YOUR SERVANT A 

DISCERNING HEART: Solomon  wanted a 

DISCERNING HEART or UNDERSTANDING 

HEART,  In ancient Hebrew, understanding is 

literally, ñHEARING.ò Solomon wanted 

A HEARING HEART, ONE THAT WOULD 

LISTEN TO GOD. APPLICATION: DO YOU 

LISTEN TO GOD WHEN YOU PRAY or JUST 

KEEP ASKING GOD WHAT YOU WANT?



(6) AS A RESULT OF THIS REQUEST, 

GOD GRANTED SOLOMONôS PRAYER 

FOR WISDOM AND ALSO GAVE 

SOLOMON POWER, WEALTH, AND 

PROSPERITY. THERE WAS NOTHING 

WHICH SOLOMON LACKED.1 Kings 

3:12-15 12 I will give you a wise and 

discerning heart, so that there will never 

have been anyone like you, nor will there 

ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give you what 

you have not asked forðboth wealth and 

honorðso that in your lifetime you will 

have no equal among kings. 14 And if you 

walk in obedience to me and keep my 

decrees and commands as David your 

father did, I will give you a long 

life.ò15 Then Solomon awokeðand he 

realized it had been a dream.



3. KING SOLOMONôS STRENGTH

(1) KING SOLOMONôS GREATEST 

STRENGTH WAS HIS 

UNSURPASSED WISDOM, 

GRANTED TO HIM BY GOD.

In one biblical episode, two women 

came to him with a dispute. Both lived 

in the same house and had recently 

delivered newborns, but one of the 

infants had died. The mother of the 

dead baby tried to take the living child 

from the other mother. Because no 

other witnesses lived in the house, 

the women were left to dispute who 

the living child belonged to and who 

was the true mother. Both claimed to 

have given birth to the baby.



3. KING SOLOMONôS STRENGTH
They asked Solomon to determine 

which of the two of them should keep 

the newborn. With astonishing 

wisdom, Solomon suggested that the 

boy be cut in half with a sword and 

split between the two women. Deeply 

moved by love for her son, the first 

woman whose baby was alive said to 

the king, "Please, my lord, give her 

the living baby! Donôt kill him!"

But the other woman said, "Neither I 

nor you shall have him. Cut him in 

two!" Solomon ruled that the first 

woman was the real mother because 

she preferred giving up her child to 

seeing him harmed.




